114 Ruslcin Drive
Altoona, Pennsylvania 1€602
March 18, 1964,

Shaloml

Arthur and I retwrned a few days ago from our best vacation to date -
two weeks in Israel and three days in Paris, Counting travel time,_plug
one day in New York, we were away from home exactly three weeks, Wish it
had been longer -~ there's so much to see we barely scratched the surface,
This gives us a good reason to plan a return trip, before too many years go
by, wes hope.

Ve left New York Sunday, February 23, arriving in Lod Airport the f?ll-
owing daye El Al is, undoubtedly, the only airline in the world that.glves
its passengers lox and bagels for breakfast! We walked around Tel Av}v.fo?
a couple of hours that first evening getting the "feel" of this cosmopilitain
city,

Tuesday we took a bus tour to Rehovot and the Weizmann Institute, which
is beautiful and most inspiring, Here, doing research, are sclentists from
all over the world. On the way to Lehovot we stopped at Richon~le-Zion to
tour the Carmel winery. On the return to Tel Aviv we stopped for tea at one
of the oldest kibbutzim, Givat Brenner, Thirty-three hardy souls made a
struggling start here on barren land in 1928, Iow there are 1600 people on
1900 prosperous ecresy with a cannery, a furniture factory (which provides
furniture for most of the country!s institutions and public buildings), a
factory making irripation equipment, and & fourth which makes machinery needed
in the other three factorics!l An attractive guest house like a country hotel
completes the affluent picture, JAs we toured the country and saw the new
kibbutzin end their hard-working pioneers, who are painstakingly turning the
barren wastes into fertile fields, we couldn't help sharing the optimism that
these too will one day be the sane type of prospercus town,

Ve went te the ballet at the Opera House that night, which was interest-
ing and fun, Unfortunately, there were no concerts the evenings we were in
Tel ALviv,

On Wednesday we toured Tel Aviv, Jaffa, and the surrounding district,
Jaffa is the old historical town, much of which will be rebuilt, and Tel Aviv
the new, Iiuch of the construction, which had to be done so hurriedly to keep
up with the tremendous influx of immigrants, will have to be radone, but a
great deal of the recent bullding, including the Mann duditorium, is beautiful,
Ve visited some of the modern suburbs, like Bat Yam, with its new apartment
buildings and shopping centers, which look very suburban USA,

Later that afternoon our friend David Magnes came in from Nathanys to moet
us, It was wonderful to see him again. Ve!d mot David, and Judge Alfred Bach
(of Haifa) at the Rotary International Convention in Luccrne in 1957, and
became fast fricnds in a very short time, For scven years they've both written
"when are you coming to visit?" and both went all-out to make our stay a memor-
able one, With fricnds we were able to scc first-hand the warmth and friend-
liness of this country, and the calm and stubborn assumption of its good-
humored pcople that therc are no insoluble problems to hamper its fantastic
growth and developnent.,

We stroilcd to Dizengoff Squarc with David and had coffec at an outdoor
cafe, We might have thought ourselves in any large Buropecan 6ity had the
Squarc not been crowded alrcady with children beginning their Purim celebrat—
ions They were so attractive in their colorful costumes, this gay crowd -
Jou saw every type of face from the very fair nordic type to the darker north
African, This country is a real melting pot, so like our own in many ways,

We went back to the squarc aftor dinner - it was like Mardi Gras with its gay
parade, Ve milled around for hours with the merry throng singing and dancing
in the strect,

Thursday morning we flew to Eilat, on the Red Sca, via Jrkia Inland dir—
lines, It was a short but memornble flight, the first part over gleaming
Mediterancan beaches, then inland over Beersheba and through the Negev - a
unique lunar-like landscape from the air - fantastic in its desolation, but
extremely beautifuly, We had a little tire to relax on the beach (where Art
enjoyed the Bikini view) before taking a bus trip through the developing town
and then an interesting ridec in a glass~bottomed boat. The marine bottom is
not quite as colorful as the Caribbean, but we found it extremely interesting.,
We had a hermed-in fceling standing on the beach. 1 few miles to our right
we could sce Egypt, while on the left only a sandy ficld and & date grove
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separated our hotel from Jordan, The Israclis don't seem to worry, though;
they fcel strong with their alert army of sturdy youth - and they arc a
gturdy bunch, these hardy self--assured Sabras.

Bilat was in a very gay nood. The tovn was celebrating not only Purim
but the 15th anniversary of its capture by Isracl in the war of liberation,
We visited a factory wherc jewelry is made from copper ore from King Solomon's
mines., In the cvening we packed in like sardines into the "Ead of the World"

club (it looked like i%) to hear some %cicific folk singers,.

Fridey we camc back through the Hegev by bus, stopping at Timna (King
Solonmdn's mines), Ramon Crater, Avdat (an cxeovated cnd partially restored
Nabatern city) and Beersheba, We saw mony Bedouins with their goats and
camels as vie traveled clong, The desert is dotted with 1ittle kibbutzim,
moking patches of green in the sandy wastes,

David Mognes picked us up in Tel Lviv to tnke us to Nathanya for the
weck~end, We drove through a tremendous downpour, the type of flash flood
we get in these Pennsylvania mountains and don't expect to find in the Middle
East, That cvening we went to a Purim party at the home of his friends, lrie
and Imno Salomon, which wns very gay ond a great deal of fun, The costumes
were morvelous, David was dressed like o bride, and we've ncver seen anything
funnier than his bulky €!3" in white satin, trying to cover his black mustache
with a lipsticked bandaid! ILmma, a fabulous cook, gave us our first "gourmet"
meal in Israel,

Saturdsy David and Norah (his wife — chorming and just as casy to know)
tourcd us around the arca, skirting the Jordanian border. Nathanya is a lovely
gcaside toun, Its beautiful beachcse and coves were ideal for the illegal
"imoigration" theot went on in the later yeors of the British mandates We heard
some fascinating talos cbout those doys. We went into the Arab village of
Taibeh, where there's a new Rotary club - all Jrab, It's probably the only
100% Arab club in the Skabe of ILsrael, though most of their clubs have Arab
Rotarians, Therc arc many Jrabs living in the country, and they live very
well indeod, We spent the reost of that pleasant day rclaoxing with the Magnes!
in their attractive littlec villa overlocking the sea,

Sunday, YMorch first, we went from Hathanya to Haifa by train, which was
quite an experience, Train travel is very cheap so the trains are mobbed, but
wo surc did get to telk to a variety of people in a conglomeration of English,
French, German and Yiddish{  IAfter we got settled in our hotcl we went out to
Kiriat Bialik to hove teca with the Bachs, oShe's as wornm and friendly as he,
and we felt so very wolcome, ans de Hnas, president of the Kishon Rotary
Club, a hospitable combination of Dutch and Israeli, came and took all of us
touring. .long the way, we picked up his brother Gershon (who was quite o
hero during the war), a phys od instructor who works with the government tour—
ist department, At tho moment he's busy setting up comping areas vory much
like thosge in cur state and national parks in the U.S. He made an admirable
guide. Ve wens through Acre and Naharya and up te the Lebancse border, which
we were told is the only boundary on which therc!s no trouble, Most Israclis
drive very compact cars, since large vohicles arc cxpensive and too trouble-
sorie Lo park &n congested citicss The six of us were packed in very chummily
indeeds After our trip we had supper cnd spent a very pleasant cvening at
the Bachs', [Alfred, as the judge who romanded Bichmonn, has a pile of letters
and clippings from all over the world,

Since .lfred had to be in court on Yonday morning, he arranged for one
of his fricnds, Fritz Locwy, incoming president of Haifa Rotary, to take us
a?out. Fritz, too, was all fricndlincss and charn, a former Viennese, who has
lchd in Isracl for 30 yecors, He took us first to the Leo Baeck Schoél in
whlch we are very interceted, sinece it is supported by our Reform movomcﬁt in
th? U.S5« It is a very fine and progressive school, but terribly crowded
Tplnk that if all our UAHC mombers could sco tho outstanding job becing do;o
w}th o limited budget and cramped quarters, we'd go out and raisc a couple of
million dollars to build a big new school! Ve mot the six Jmecrican voﬁngstors
thc?e on the NFTY cxchange program, who arc cnjoying their expcrionccd but are
haylng a rough tinc taking their high school subjects in Hcbrow lf%or a
dych through the beautiful mountaintop arca of the city, ve vi;iteé the Tech-
nion, an excellont cngincering school with a nagnificent campus Fritﬁ took
us through several of the buildings, including one of the bcautiful nev dorns,

which was wonderful becausc when w i i i
g us 1N We were touring with a guide loter in the
we couldn't meander about so freely, z e

Kishoirlizg d?%?ghtful wife, Ldith, met us for lunch, while Arthur went to the
Sighe Dgrg ongf-QlfrOd Bacp. ;aﬁcr in the afternoon we strolled through the
I aiia, wandering through the narrow streets with their ancient
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dwellings, HNow there!s a nodern new narket place, but we chanced upon the
old ore and enjoycd examining the colorful wares and delicious-looking fish,
fruite end vegetables, 4 visit to the art ruscum proved fascinating, The
currcnt display is a collection of ancicnt maps of the area, After dinner
the Bachs and Delleas took us to sce the sights of Haifa by starlight -
breathtaking, This is a truly gorgeous city, It has been deseribed as the
world!s most beautiful port, and it's easy to sce why, In many ways it
reminded us of San FPrancisco,

The group with whom we were to complete the tour arrived in Haifa late
lionday in a large linmousine, VWe'd met all of them already on the plane or in
Tel viv - a congenial bunch, nine with us, Our driver-guide, Cormel Navon,
was a gen - 2 former teacher of bible and history, intelligent, witty and
infinitely paticnt,

Tucsday we toured the Upper Golilee - started from Haifa through the
valley of Zcbulon, On the way to Safad we saw under construction roads and
villages which will take carc of many now scttlers, Safad ie an ancient and
intercsting old town on a mountaintop; once the center of Jewish mysticism,
it is now a well-known artists! colony, We visited the old gynagogue named
after Rabbi .irie Luria, the "Lion of Safad", then proccecded around the artists!
colony - interesting and colorful. Vo found the abstracts just as abstract in
this part of the worldl

The rich farmlands of the Hulch Valley were a thrilling sight, In the
south we sow reclaimed desert - here we sow former swanpland under cultivation,
The wator drained from this arca into the Sea of Galilce morc than compensates
for any that will be removed through the Jord an-Negev projcct, now almost
complete,

On the way back to Heifa we stopped in Jere to see the fortrcss of
Richard Coecur de Lion ond the liosque of Jazzar the Bubcher,

On Wednesday our itincrary was the lower Galilce, We went through the
Valley of Jezrecl, the breadbasket of Isracl, We stopped in the Balfour
Forest to plant a tree in momory of Arthur's parents, We'lve sont money to
plant trees in the past, but the feeling isn't the samc as when you plant one
with your own hands ~ it's quitc an cmotionol expericnce.,

After visiting Negzarcth, the Church of the .nnunciation and the Church of
St, Joseph (built over the grotto of the Holy Family), vie procccded to Tiber—
ius, a beautiful town on the Sea of Galilee (Lake Tiberius), which is 600 feot
below sca level, The hills just across the lake are Syrian - this small land
is recelly surroundeds We saw the Mount of Beatitudes on the way to Capernaun
(Kafar lahum), There we wisited zn old nonastery and the ancient synagoguc
(excavated before the first world wor by a team of German archcologists, who
lined cverything up with conpulsive cxactness) wheore Jesus is thought to have
proached,  fter lunching in Tiberius we proceeded to Dagania, an older kibb-
utz, which shows tho same picturc of contented prosperity we saw at Gived
Brenner.  This kibbutz, in facty has croated so mony jobs that help is inmported
from the surrounding towns, On the way back to Haifa we passcd Meggido, King
Solonon's city, which was partially cxcavatcd by archcologists frorm the Univ-
orsity of Chicago,

Wednesday evening, our last in Haifa, the Bachs met us for dinner at our
hotcl, after which Fritz Locwy brought us to his home to rcet his daughter and
her husbend, a charming couple with youngsters the samc apge as ours. It was
intceresting to comparc notes on the samencss and differcnce of tecen-agers!
activitics in the two countiics, The onc marked differcnce is the fact that
our high school senior is hecading for collegs in the foll, while thcirs has a
two-year arny stint beforc she can think of furthering her cducation,

Saying good-byc to the Bachs we felt the same pangs we did in leaving
David and Forah Magnes - hope it won!t be another seven yenrs before we sce all
of them again,

Thursday norning we ncandercd around the Haifa dock arca and saw ships
from 2ll parte of the world being unloaded, then reloaded with citrus fruit,
plywood and other products Isracl exports, This is such a busy port - we
counted cbout 35 ships out in the water waiting to dock, a real troffic jam!
Then we drove along the Carrcl Range and the Plain of Sharon, through the lovely
Judean hills and the Corridor to Jerusalem, This corridor is rirmed with vehe
icles destroyed during the war of liberation, Here the Israclis werc recally
perfoct targets for the lrab anipors in the hills,

~fter getting us settled in our hotcl, Carmcl drove us around the city to
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sce a fow things (we werc to start our city tour the next morning). We went
through Meca Shearin, the ultrao-orthodox ereca - scciied funny to seec a ghetto

in the heart of a Jewish city - to the Mandelbaun Getc, Sad to scc this lovely
city go divided, You can procced only so far in your touring beforc you're
stopped by barbod wirc, It is insplring to visit Jerusalem - thero!s so mmuch
that's holy to the worldis grcat religions, yet oll that's new and developing
nakes 1t very cxciting. he whole country 1s very cxciting for the samc
reason,

Fridoy morning our tour included Mount Zion, where we saw King David's
tomb, and a nemorial to the six million lost in Hitler'!s Europe. We visited
the Hebrew Univergity and saw the Decd Sea Scrokls, It's a beautiful campus,
though the buildings would scon too starkly nodern were it not for the intercst-
ing use of lovely stone from the Judean Hills, Ve visited Thcodore Herzl'!s
Bomb and the muscum dedicated to his life ond tines. Our afternoon walking
tour of some of the old synagogues proved fascinating,

Saturdny morning we attended serviccs in the chapel of the Hebrew Union
College's Schiool of Jrchecology, To us they scemed more traditional than
Reform, and being conducted in the lenguage of the country, were completely in
Sephardié Hebreow, including 20 ninutc scrmoni

David lingnes! mother wanted to meet us so we called on her late that
aftcrnoon and had a delightful time, Though frail of body, she has not let
her lively spirit bc confined by her wheelcheir, Her lovely face mirrors her
intelligence and cherm, and her tremendous sense of hunor, Sho eane to Pales-
tinc in 1922 vhen Dr. lingnes started the Hebrow University. Thosc early days
can't have been ensy but she secms to have enjoyed them irmensely.  She really
should write a boock, Her other visitor that afternoon, Mrs, Salonons, an
Englichuonoan now living in Switzerland, was completely deliphtful too., From
the two of them, amid much laughter, we were regaled with storics about the
carly deys and the grcat personalities of those days who sheped the land and
its nodern history, The aftcrnoon beecane evening before we finally tore
oursclves awoy,

Sunday rorning we tourcd some of the Hadassah-sponsored institutions, It
is gratifying to scc our contributions being put to such wonderfully construct-
ive use, We visited the JAnna Soligsburg ¥obational High School for girls,
where the curriculun is divided botwoen the practical and the academic, and the
students really are trained for useful and productive lives, e wcre cven
morc imprcesed with the Brandeis Educational Center for boys, In this vocat-
ional high school the students are trained to be the forcmen for Isracl's pres—
cnt and future industry. Ve sow procision instruncnts, nade by the boys, which
arc being shipped to pre-mcdical and agricultural schools 21l over the vorld.
Their fully-cquipped printing departront turns out besutifully professional
worlz,

In Kiriat Yovel we inspected the comrmmnity-fomily heelth center, which is
a ploncer rcscarch project in preventive nedicine, Then on to Ein Keren
(birthplace of John the Baptist) and the Hodassoh Medical Organization!s tro-
mendous hospital,  Here, too, the Hebrew University is building its mediceal
school, The hospital is so impressive, It's wonderfully laid out and cmploys
the latest equipment and troatment metheds. They arc set up to be completely
sclf-sufficicnt for six wecke, should they be cut off in an cnergency, quite an
accomplishriecnts In the lovely little chopel we saw the famous Chogall windows,
which arc beautiful,

Sundey afternoon found us at onc of our favoritc pastimes - just wandering
about looking at things and talking to pecople, It's the best way to got the
"flavor" of a city, We headed for bed carly Sunday night beecausc we had to be
-up at the crack of dawn the next morning to depart at 7 for Lod Airport, It
vas a pleasant four-hour flight to Faris, It was clear, for the most part, and
we had a good lock at FBurcpc as we flew over. The .lps had less snow than we
left in Pennesylvanial

Wo enjoyed thosc threc deys in Paris, Ve had a luwxurious room at tho
Grand Hotel, with a view of the Oncra from our little balcony, Since we'd dono
all the "rmst" sightsccing in '57, we just relaxed and cnjoyed strolling in the
sun at our lcisurc, nnd had sorme renorable meals. In the riddle of onc night
wo meondered about the food stalls of les Halles - colorful and cverything
locked good cnough to ecat! 1o verd plecscd to sce Jaffa oranges cverywherc.

Our flight back to New York, via Jir France, on Thursday, March 12, was
uncventful t1ill we werc ready to lund, It was so foggy that we circled the
field for over on hour. Thon cane the announceront that if the pilot was
unable to land on the next try he'd hond for Montreal. We thought this would
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be fun, since we wercn't duc home till Saturdoy, and the several Montrcalers
on the plane werc real happy about the whole thing, but the fog opencd enough
for a perfect londing, ot cven a bounce, so we bounced through customs and
into Now York, In the city for a day, we saw the Ben Pollocks and our
fricnds the Jack Herlands, and sleepily snoczed through a play.

sh, the wonders of jet travel; it tock us only an hour less to get
fror Now York to Altoona on the Pennsy thon it did to jet from Faris to NY,
Found the boys fine, They'd beon skiing like nad every sparc moment while
ve worce gone, just as they do when we're herc! Edna Rife, who clcans for us,
stayed the first two wecks, ond Rose Pollock came over fronm Pittsburgh to take
over the third weck, so thoy managed just finc,

Our housc is a busy place this weck, s vice-president of the Youth
Group, Steve is up to his eors in plans for the regional conclave to be held
herc ovor the weck-cnd, Ho's been burning the micdnight oil cutting steneils,
Mon was prosscd inte mincograph service, and a whole crew came over to asscmble
material, a forccast of the crow that will be billeted here, Speaking of
Steve, he roceived word lost month that he was accepted in electrifial ongin-
eering at Drexecl Institute of Tochnology, hid first choice, He's real happy
about it, as arc we all, Dave cntored a city-wide cssary contest while wo
werc owoy and won hinsclf an honorable nention, which nade us very proud.

It's tough getting back to the old routine, but we can start dreaming now
about the next tripe

Love from the four of usy
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