May %.1982
My Deear Beaﬁjrice:

As you have been so very kind to me right
along, 1 was surprised to read that 1 said something to offend you.
My grandson David Pollock has upset me, very much the last time
he was hear, and being 90 years old,it takes very little to
make me panick,l/j have no idea what 1 said but 1 know only
that you were very good to me right along, and tha% saved enough
for my funeral expences and a stone, like 1 gave Simon.Your meéney
went into that too. We had such nice correspondence jntill that
David came along and made all the trouble. 1 eat well and how
could 1 say otherwise. Forgive Bear and be well and happy. 1f
david comes along,l hope 1 will be sensible enough to forgive him.

Forgive dear if" 1 said something silly,l heve no idea about all
the things you wrote.l will mail the letter to you so that you
will read and see for yourself that 1 have no idea what reason
would make me act like that,unless 1 was crazy and did not know
what 1 was saying, to my lovely daughter-in-law,my dear son's
good and faithful wife. Forgive sweetheart and write me again.

Love to you,dear Irving and all the nice children,frpm

Grandmother and mother!



ARTHUR E. POLLOCK, M.D.
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mnzer, occurred in New York, on

Dece.nmerZSShembm'ninPo-
aandmms? and came to the
Un&t.adSta:.esln 1914 after the
death of Mr. Minzer in Poland
. during the first World War. She is

' survived by seven daughters, Mrs.

S. Finder, of Poland; Mrs. Sadie

- Diamond, of Brooklyn, N.Y.: Mrs.

S. Jaffe, of Montreal; Mrs. Irving
Kligler, of Oak Bluffs, Mass.; Mrs.
Joseph Isaacson, and Mrs. Henry
Fried, of New York; Mrs. David
Obstein, of Lakewood, N.J.; and
one son, Michael Minzer, of Cleve-
land, Ohio; nineteen grandchil-
dren; and three great—grandchi-l—

dren. Interment was in Ceda:
Pa.rk N..T. .
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FOLLO*“ING !;r]RE QECEIVED RUTH OUOTE ANNIE iS LAKEWOOD WlTh__-' #
YORK HOUSE CLOSED MGCTHER DIED TUESDAY ANNIE LEAVES f

AERE SUNDAY NOON If YOU CAN COME HERE YOUR IRVING CAME TO]
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My Sister Stephanie perighe? Aurins «°71d War 2 with her husbend
two sons and three dsughters.

Iy sister Sadie had thre. daughter; Jesnnette residing in Florida
Gertrude residing in St.Croix with he=p husband, her deugnter Sandy
in New Jersey with husband and child. She 2lso has & son in L.I.
Zhe youngest Anne residing in Floridayno family.

Sedie' daughter

Brother Max died in Pittshurgh,his deughter Adele Pober in Long
Islend end Floride has two childrern,is very artistic as are Salie's
children,

Yy children,Irving and Judy.
Irving has twins,son znd daghter.

3usan hezs two boys,David 1 believe hes two chil?®*ren,

Friedsm,residing in Martha's Vineysrd.with husband Irving,;was
toec ill to be sllowed to vave children.

Revy in Merch 1975, Son Jzck with 7 children,Vivier with 2,Pszul

and Emily, very artistic. Brother Tavigd Isaacson,vriting
genirus, Loy merried

Twin sister Anne Fried,dcurshter Elasine,son Julius.

Ruth Obstein,two scns, Daniel #nd Mertin. Den hes four children
Mertin one 5on Jeson.
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Trendfather Shaya 7 Children 5 sons 2 deucghter

Avrum Moshe- 7 4 " 57

Jecob Itshack g " 7 " 1®

Jenrie Hr " % & 2"

Rosie 2" 2 v

Devid 2" L "

Gabriel 1" T "

Sydney 3 " a " i

rj_q}*Qrandfather Shaya  had two brothers 2nd 2 =sisteres

LN _

"~ 0Orm brothar lived in Bislas Bieletz hsd two sons one was named Milush
He #1s0 hed a brother in Bsltimore " Ferdinant”™ with a beautiful
Asughter married to A prominent man by the name of Eskin,This 1s

# well %known nzme if you ever go to Baltimore,

Tente Surz,Grandfathers sister was merried to 2 Kutzman,who hed
2 Aaughters, one of these my sge was named Adela, and Dworayand 2 boys.
T hey lived not tar from us, we saw each other often,end sometimes
§5 Zhared 2 hebrey teacher., We 211 lived Podgurze {which is like
OHEpenenks £108,01BERo PR Al N AKRER: bac KuEFmgBuLanily were bullding
Tante Gittel,the other sister lLived 2cross a streem from her sister
and they visited often gossiping scross the streem. She had one
desughter, who made cur school costumes and other garments.

Yy uncle Avrum Moshe's chilarens names 1 a0 noi rememper,except

thet the sldest who wes very hesutiful was & daughter Gizella?Gclchia)
who had seven children,some of them living in New Jersey,one nemed
Jerry Alters is well know on the UE Radio. There was alsco &z Mitriex,
sister to Gelchisz,

Devey: You will have me dreaming &bout #ll these people.

Gelchiz and her dsughters were arresied during ‘b2 Werz and
deported to Siberia,where they had to work like slaves, and when
they were released 2fter the War and returned to France,Gelcia died,
her daughters wers brought %¢ the USA,tharough ithe efforts of my
sister R th, who kept them untill they gct cn their feet,aznd are
well-of now,Whenever they give & party,Ruth and her husband are

e honoured guests,

You mentionea something about ge.ting mititary recurds from Poland.
Sometime zso 1 epplied for a birth certificate,which 1 needed for
Sociszl Sicurity.l wes itold a2t the Polish Consulate,that the Germans
ved destroyed all records,zs well as all Jews. They eventually

gave me & birth certificate, bui since 1 gave them all details,

end ihey charged for it, 1 suspected that they nmerely copiec wnai

1 geave themn.



Qur Ceusins the Kurtzrsn's 2180 had twin hoy's, 1 do not renember
their nenes, besides the two egirls,Aaelz #nd Tore,

My mother.%ose Verumuth, csme of 2 vyery religeus, Trimudig family,
She had twu brothers (fezchers) and at lezst three sisters,
merried to,Perlberger who lived in Bochnia,Kleinberger,near
Krakow, Holtzer in Brzeszko( 1 am not sure of the speiling)

My cldest sister Staphanie,wss mzrried to = Finder snd lived

in Przyboréw. The Geruar's or PCle;‘“rneﬂ tieir Wouse,took vilueebles
the towr. took the lend.

Yy cousin Anne Ulenet {(Aunt Rose's doughter) is married to a

sciantist, resides in dew “Yersey,Vermont end Florida. Has good

singing vecice. Her sisters neme 1 dc not remecber, che is

musicel and is married te e musizian., 1t sesms that musical

YElent pang YHReuET u¥ TE Tl

Selie's drughters marrisd neme,Gertrude Breitkopf. fnne's néne is
tunt : ) - Speronic. ..

Uetit Jenny's neme(my fathers sister) was Radler,l only remember
the name of her oldest deughter wss Ssdie,the younger one Ahue,
Her gréendscn Jerry Alters,T.V. Music Array.

This srens te be 211 1 can thing of



August 25.1977%
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Dear Davey!

1 realize that 1 did not enswer all ym
your questions,when answering your letter two days
ago. : _

About two years ago,mny nepew David Iszacson visited
. Poland at the invitation of the Polish Governnment,
- in order to give them 2 write up in some msagazine,
to help promote tourism,.Hde also writes under the
"~ name of Ray Minzer { he worshipped his mother,my
- sister Ray). He vigited Dobczyce,snd meiled me a
caerd,which 1 sent on to you,showing Dobcoyee sorrednded
by mountains. On our wey to school peExkardxizxszhmsl
when we were children, we walked acfoss one of these
- mountains as a short-cut, and noticed ruins of a
Castle, which hed been acupied at some time in the
past by a Polish King"Jagello™ . This particular
mountain was mede of clay, and when it rained,became
slippery, so we hed to go the safer but longer road.
1 2150 remember seeing o0il in the valley below,
which belonged to my Uncle Moshe Avrum. 1 do believe
that the poverty which the Polish Government suffered
was due mostly to un§§§eloped resoucerses,
David also found an woman,who claimed that she
took care of his mother when she was a child. This
1 did not believe,beecause ny sister was 79 when she
passed away two years &go, Pnd tnhnst womsn would have
to be st least twenty years older. They 4o such
things to get money out of American tourists. She
also was hugged in addition to have been given some
roney. There elso was 2 woman in Wieliczke, where
my father had his resting place,whe said that it
was her task to care for his grave,(we know from
the newspapers,that jewish graves were vandilized
during the war 3B).She too,got some money for her
dubious trouble,

Nency Montofiore Erdrich is celling for me tomorrow
to have lunch with her 2t her house, 1 will be gled
to see her garden before the frost damages it, as
the nights are very celd,since you were here.

Sow did your pictures turn out? Any chance of
getting one?.1 hope that this corpletes my answers
to vour questions. 1 wish that vou and Ritz were
still here,so that 1 could slave in the kitchen for
you both. 1 love you both very much

‘ C;E¥EVzaif{-atkfchﬂ
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“Congratulations and’all
hasing and moving iato~

g, which sounds jusk wonderful lg me.

+

} . 3p ypur,own home, walch, SOUNSSE 47 S !
iiyi_s_ighgfgpod;newS:gﬁght,Stgka.!Vhen?nextfypu; )

send mkihis address,so that

00,, and perhaps_ hear from.
fg}pﬁ"e? Thdd AR Ere g gE T L

B

“Sour 'home: isi located,having

been” takéR to: Squifeel: Hill-on one of my visits

1:80-yourdpaft oI ‘the.

"~ with'the' jéwish stor
1400yl dl just ged what':

USA.: 1. wes mos§ impressed.
gﬂqu-that_diétrict;;You:_:

your heari desired within.

-'Eﬁh?anéﬁ-blbéks;nanapor:the:best“quaiity;%lnam S0

¢ justiwhat -1 expected
fhgart*srgilfwithfpri
'Y eould ‘tell by the
“that*yowr'were please

wey of pictures, and

PRI

ou. manage, your life,ithis is
.30 hear, buti.it. makes my

de just- tb.hear that it .is so.
gehéral\tone_bf;your'letter

d with:what 1 sent you,by
will do my best 10 amswer

,your=questdoms;ni.wiilztake my time with this

“letter,as 1 4id !
for all your kind wo
the - same, try to see

‘with the pictures, and thanks

rds and complements. Just
“the rest of the pictures

some time,when’ you see David Jaffe. 1 also sent
some to members of my family,.but those would be

more difficult to lo
memories of my visit
to see you and Steve
growing up. 1 do hop
you both again some’
well ‘enough to’ last
right ‘about: the spri
enough- of it, peaple
are not able to reac
the milder weather s
1 am out to 'get all 1

cate. 1 too have many pleasant
es with you, 1t was so0 nice

in- the many stages of -

e and pray that 1. can see
time in the future, 2s 1 am
for guite some time. You are
ng weather. 1 cannot get

are complaining thet: they
h me on the phone, since
et in with the warm sunshine,

can of it.

Just spoke to Yetta Pollock, she said that the
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. Boy's are: resting up éffen;thé”hérﬁgﬁéﬁgﬁfﬁéy”fﬂ
. went through’ before cqlleg..e.,gl.ose_gz for the summer,
5Vgnd as she types most,of: their, efforts,: she is
. relaxing too.: ¥henever 1 have Sone’ fahil¥ a¥ush
1 pass if an, becaise they never hear from the:
=;~Poliock3uat_a1lw'and_agﬁﬁbgyfj;egtimggga;ﬁpg'cf 3
_-~ftheffamilyﬁ:k:t:x;pq_ligg,dg?ﬁQQitg:}:nn&ergﬁﬁnd
> thet Sally will be getiing Qarikei_ﬁeféfeffbﬁéﬂ
7 7BE ‘you see-theiﬂsamqtiqegﬁi§y“;g;JL;Q§?mz;§§it

{*ves born in DoBdzycé,near Krakodw,Polznd, .and

at\thaﬁ&imé,pﬁﬁtfégftﬁé*old:Kﬂstfia-ﬁungeriﬁ'ﬂ'
.Pmpire; the fourth of 8 children, and the favdrite
‘07 both parents, 2nd-helpfull torboth-in.every way

. possible.. And irn order net"be the object: of ;envy

by X%® the rest of the children,’l yent out-of.my -

wey to. be kind to 211, and thet way remained!
“friendly with them for the Test of -my-life.Three
cisters znd one brother are dead,’ that leeves me
with fau three sisters younger’ than myselfs. ..
From the description you gave me” of your houme,
. the one we lived in built by father, ours was
a 1little smaller, but similar to yours. Ve he4
g garden in the front, and ‘e larger .one .in the
back, which had vegetables, fruit trees, such
as, plums, peaches,hazelnut and walnut irees,
as well as goosberry ana currents busues,s3Lrawberry
3ecowion too. Tne ‘front pars nad fiowers -uniy.
. Aiso,acres o1 iand facing in the front, for which
we had part timerﬁelﬁi'Véagrewlour_owngwheat,
and allJvegeﬁables thaet werée stored: in. the celer
for the winter months. As’some of therregular
staff.thht'father'empldyedvin-his Leather.Precessi§
.businesshlived‘far“away‘andionly-went home - for
=, wbek&énds,_foctlhad_tbfbe;provided for.  them %oo0.
. We. had, a full time maid thaet:lived in -with us
" and treated as one of the family,end staved for
. meny years untill she retired to get married or
for other reasons, and brought- a member of her
family to take her place, -~ - =~ .°" oo
On one of my visits to Altoona, we were invited
to some Doctors home for = rmoutdoor party . 1 said
to you that his house and grounds were similar
to my childhood home, except that the streen
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streem runnlng through their grounds was shellow
and not as wide, &z 1 we were able to fish and swim
in ours. Both you and Steve found that interesting. |
o Elu ‘not! Temeq};ﬁr their name, but his mother lived
nearby,had asteete& swlmmlngpool and was at the
! P&rty' LRt
e also had barnas in back of the house near the
.water,three cows(our own milk,butter and cheese).
Plenty of chickens,geese and Tufkeys._School Was
a few miles from where we lived,also’ %brew lessons.
When we were too joung to walk that distance,we
had 'a resident hebrew teacher, who also gave
~instructions in pnlish and germen as well as
yidish and hebrew. We were hlghly respécted by
our polish nexghbours, but 1ife in Poland in
'general, wés not very. pleasant for jéws, so father
decided to visi% ine USA wnere sume of"fis brovuers
“2nu-sisier had em.gravea previously, and 1iking
fwhat he saw,decided to go back,sell aut his proper-
ties ana move his family out 1o tine USA. Before
he wes finished, Warld War Fo.l. bdbroke out, and
as the Polisn army were siationed nearby, anu Knew
tihat fasaer spoke several i&8n_.&; eS8, an. Lad Keen
inteligence, they drafted him to serve &s inter-
preter. As he was very fona of horses and saw toe
many dead ones on the batlefield, as well as humans
he became very sad, and develcped pneumonia, and
even though the army rushed two doctors to his
bed-side ,he died in his sleep. Mother salvaged
what she could,but it took two years to get per-
mission to come to the USA with her brood of
children. 1 had come to the USA before father
left for Burope, and lived with his married
"brother in Brooklyn,N.Y., and upstairs in the
same house lived your f£zx Simon Jaffe,with his
sister and family,and as it was a smell housefshared
with a2 large garden in the back, we hrxhredx#it ‘
for recreation, and your grandfather lost no time
at all, and practically set on the doorstep, so
that 1 hardly got & chance to go out with anyone
else,and that is how we met and married. He came
_from’Lithuania,'which is now part of Russisa,




‘ As 1 was handy wzth the neadle 1 had no dlfflculty
supparting myself,in doing embrcidery ocn dresses,
1l even worked on one that was made for Alice Roosevel;
~ Teddy's daughter who igﬁst;li alive'and kicking 1n

- Washingﬁon¢d¥é:% gy ; b

__Your, grandfathgr went “into bankruptsy » many tlmes,
" 'bécause as’Soon @s he’ devglo ed a"biisiness and it
.was &' oing conceérn, he would 'Idse interest’ in it
‘and_st. rted to deveiope and’ 1nven fsomething else,
and” that ‘way was constantly in"hb weter, and life
for me,was one big struggla to stay alive” under
these: eonditions,. ... - e
"The house in the mountains abcut 55 males from
Montreal,we only rented, &nd: Judy met your father
some- ears later in the seme district about 60 -
miles from Montreal.in S&,Agathe wvhen, Arthur brought
his parents on a8 vacation:in his new ocar, that they
gave him for his graduation. We all-liked each other
1 was a'little afraid of Arthur, but alweys felt
kindly towards him., You &nd Steve 1 adored. 1 always
felt that you were a 1ot like me and Arthur Too.

17 1. 1eft out anythlng, please do not ha51tate to
sag so. -

Hlshlng jou and Rita the very best of health and
happiness in your new home, 1 am as ever:

T r-("_.

* Your loving grandma




MRS, SIMON JAFEFE

‘ I came to Montreal from New York in 1918, and soon joined the
Miriam Brainin Ortenbefg Chapter of Hadassah.

After serving as Jewish National Fund Chairmaon and later as
Treasurer of this chapter, I was asked to serve in this capacity for
Montreal Hadassah, and was instrumental in supervising the placing of the
first 5,000 blue boxes of the Jewish National Fund, which brought @ substanial
income for the purchase of land in Israel.

I was olso treasurer for many garden parties given by members for
the Miriom Brainin Ortenberg Chapter and for the Mammoth Bazaars for the
Montreal Hadasseh given yearly at the Windsor Hotel, which were most successful.

I was elected delegate to the first Hadassah Convention, held in
Montreal, and having been introduced to Mr. & Mrs, A.J. Freeman from Ottawa,
by ¢ mutual friend, Isaac Cohen from Kingston, Ontario, Mrs., Freeman was
elected first President of Canadian Hadassaoh, and as I was on the National
Executive, Mrs. Freeman became my closest friend until her untimely death.

She was o sister of Mrs. Allan Bronfman, and was loved and respected by the
entire country. As she had gone to Europe to look over the Jewish orphan
plight, she brought back seventeen orphans, one of these wos our Faige Fisher.
A; I was almost constantly in the company of Mrs. Freeman when she was in
Montreal, I saw most of the orphans, when they were brought *o see her, in

the hotel room. ’

The Federation of Jewish Philantropies, as it was colled in it's
early stages, was assisted by individuals from organizations, in their
campaigns, 1 took part in their yearly appeals, os Hadassoh representetive.
When Samuel Bronfman became Chairman in 1931, he decided to form a Women's
Division, as that would stimulate an ;dded interest in the community for
Federation. He called on organizations to send representatives to his
meeting. 1 came from Hadassah, t

I had met the Bronfman family during the first Jewish Hospital

Campaign in 1929, when my dear friend Michoel Hirsch was co-chairman with

LF weu » p wows
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Allan Bronfman, and his brother Robert Hirsch being Treasurer of this most
successful venture. Our leaders realizing the interest stimulated,.ond the
desire for a Jewish Hospital wherg Kosher food would be served, and the
generous response to this appeal, returned to the drawing board ﬁnd came up with
more om>itious plons for a larger Hospitoal and went back to the community for
¢ second time with Allan Bronfman ot the head, which met with the same success.
Originally; we were most concerned with our Jewish medical students, who were
accepted in very limited numbers in the Montreal Hospitals, and had to go to
the USA to study, and many remaining to practice there.

The Jewish General Hospital was opened in 1934,

At the meeting that Samuel Bronfman convened, I nominated his wife
Saidye Bronfman for President of the Women's Division. As the community wos
new to her, she hesitated, until I accepted the nomination for honorary
secretary. We worked very Qell together. I brought in the first captains
from Hadassah, and the organization was very enthusiastic and successful to
this day.

Mr. Allan Bronfman's dedication +to the Jewish General Hospital
and the Allied Jewish Community Services continues until today, February 1978.

In 1942, I was appointed to the Baron de Hirsch Board, when Rhoda®
Leo*old_was President of the Women's Division of Federation. This acceptance
of one female member to the Board, was in appreciation for helping to-keep
the clothing room well stocked. Zave Levinson was President, he immediately
appointed me Chairman of the Clothing Committee, which supervised the
maintenance of it. Zave Levinson asked me to visit the clothing room cné
report to hm personally., The general appearance of the clothing and the
room, made a very bad impression on m;, and I reported that I could not under-
take this ossignment. He asked me not to disapoint him, and promised to give
me whatever assistance I needed. 1 beéan the sirenuvos task of rebuilding

and restocking, but when I watched our people, the children in particular,

coming to the clothing room to be fitted, I decided that it would be far more
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desirable to give them a clothing allowance,same as the food allowance, as
this seemed to be the Qodern trend at that time. I had no difficulty getting
the co-operation of both the Board and the Staff. This took quite some time,
but it was so successful, that we received letters from all over the country
for information about it.

All togefher I held the clothing portfolio for six years. The
Board decided to give me a watch in appreciation, and as the Hirsch family
were my closest friends, they were osked to find out if I would rather have
something else, I said thot I vas glad to be able to tell the Board, that I
could not possibly accept a gift of any kind, as my service to the community,
was the reward sufficientyin itself.

When I was later elected Chairman of the Loan Committee, the social
workers suggested that when our people applied for a loan to start some little
business of their own, that I should make the visit to their home, so that I
would be in a better position, when the case came up for review when I presided,
to either approve or reject the loan. In most cases I approved the loan,
because so many personal problems that were self evident could be handled
by themselves, if they learned to be financially self sufficient.

" The old Baron de Hirsch building was shabby and rickety, with a
steep outside stairway, that our clients climbtad with difficulty, T decided
to do something about it, I convinced the Board, that if we sold it and
added the seventy-five thousond dollars, that the Philantrdpist_Baron de Hirsch
gave us for just such a purpose, we would have sufficient money to put up a
new building, which we did on Sherbrooke Street, and which was later sold,
when the present locetion became ava%lable through the generosity of the
Cummings family.

I also served as Chairman of the Relief Practiceleommittee, when
we received permission from the gévernment }o bring in over a thousand young
people that were displaced during and after the war, when they lost their

parents. Montreal became the receiving ond distribution center, with over a

half remaining in Montreal. David Weiss and Mrs., Hartogs were in charge.
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Federation owned @ building on Jeanne Mance Street which was con-
verted into o reception center for the fost arriving war orphans., As we were
short of staff, some of them leaving without giving notice, I found myself
meeting trains and planes, escorting the young people io the center, and on
trains to other cities, when the staff indicated that this should be done.

As my job as Chairmaon of the Clothing Committee, was to provide
these young people with new clothing upon arrival, I visited factories of our
leoding clothing monufacturers, asking for donations of suits, overcoats etc.
I met with much generosity, which was overwhelming. I called on Ben Beutel,
of Premier Brand Clothing, ne immediately offered 8 suits or overcoats, and
armed with this I was successful far beyond my expectations. They even sug-
gested thot we send the boys to the factories to be outfitted properly, some
even suggested toking the pboys on their staff and train them in this troade,
if they so desired. We had the same success with the girls clothing. The
social workers were instructed to purchase the balance in the stores, of
whatever else was needed to have them well dressed. When those young people
got into new clothing they looked astonishingly distinguished. I realized
that they had good background, which gratified and saddened me.

|  One beautiful girl of 13 or 14, sat down on my lap, and asked me

to put a pair of family earings in her ears (she had carried them inside her
clothing for safety) and when I did so, she turned and looked at me pieuding
that I adopt and take her home with me, she wanted to belong to me. I answered
that if I adopt one of the children, I will notbe able to help with the rest
and help was needed badly. This saddened both of us. '

We had offers from the community for adoption, also scholarships
for education of the youngsfers. Ne.had active co-operation from Saul Hayes,
Benjamin Robinson, his wife Tony ond the Council of Jewish Women. Mr. A.
Cohen got us some donations of clothiné. The Malbish Arunim organization
assisted with clothing too. Rosetto Elkin's father, Martin Wolf, odopted and

educated one of the boys, and when the young man came to his funeral, he said
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to-me with tears in his eyes, that he became an orphan for the second time.

When I took a group of these young people to Toronto, and the train
stopped ot some station, some of the "boys ran out to see the country-side; 1
was frightened and soon had them ;afely back on the train, and when they sat
down to be served dinner, I walked around among them to see that they were
well taken care of; When I returned to my seat, T was surprised to see many
men standing and waiting until I sat down, before taking their own seats.
This I have not forgotten.

I worked very well with the staff and Board, but David Weiss had
a very bad effect on my health, I therefore sent my letter of resignation,
which was promptly reje;ted and the Board asked me to Feconsider. I agreed
to attend meetings as an observer only, and would not hold office of any kind
in the future. When Faiga Fisher joined the Board, she knew nothing about
all this, and whenever she asked me to assist her with whatever she undertook
to do, I never refused to help her. I served until 1963,

As the Board gave me every chance, I would have made history and
become the first woman president of Baron de Hirsch Board.

We also received permission to bring thousands of Jews for the
needle trade. I went to factories for signoctures to prove to the government
that they would be gainfully emnloyed.

| I olso served on the Canadian National Committee on Refugees. This
was a distingueshed group of gentiles, mostly, concerned about displaced
scholars in war camps. Mr. W.M. Birks was Chairman, the Hon. Mrs. A.K. Hugeson
was Vice-Chairman, McGill Principal Dr. F. Cyril James served on the Honérory
Advisory Committee., The first boat load of these refugees, were mostly Jewish,
when they orrived. The meetings took place at the Museum. I served for many
years on the Montreal Council of Social Agencies, case work section, planning
for fomilies and children, and later on the Health Work Section, on the exe-
cutive for both sections.

I have a letter from the Local Ration Board M-1, dated September 30,

1943, thanking me for assisting in the distribution of over one million new

ration Looks.



- : Hé-
. NIn 1928 I attended « lecture at MeGill, giQen by Dr. W.T.B. Mitchell
of the Canadian National Committee for Mental Hygiene, Research Division. He
stated that he would like to see study groups formed for the study of Child
Psychology, with his wife Harriet o act as leader., We were asked to leave
our names, if interested. I did so, and assisted in forming the first such
clo:ses in Montreal. 1 colled the first group of mothers fo my house, who
had young families as myself. Mrs. Martin Wolf (Rosetta Elkin's mother) who
was President of the Council of Jewish Woman, asked me to assist her in forming
a class in her organization, which I did.

When Mrs. Samuel Bronfman, 0.B.E. undertook to be in charge of Red
Cross Jewish Section, Dorothy Block and myself assisted her in every-way
possible, same os we did in the early stages of the Woﬁen‘s Division of
Combined Jewish Appeal (Jewish Federation). Mrs., Bronfman was honored by the
Government for her devotion to this task.

It was a great shock and loss to the community and to me personally
when Dorothy Block, her husband Julie, and her sister Francis Kellert were
killed in a plane crash. This left o great void for all of us. T had
lunched with Dorothy before leaving, and her last words to me were “carry onv,
Her sister Francis, who was completely blind, wrote descriptive letters from
the trip to her friends, as if she sow every thing, how she managed to do that
I never understood. Dorothy Block was the first President of the Women's
Federation, when it was formed in 1965. She was the daughter of Jacob Kellert,
as was Francis, and there was a third doughter, who was married to Naothan
Cummings. ’

I loved working with Dorothy Block, and life was never quite the
same without her. These personal losses are devastating, to say the least.

I watched Saul Hayes guiding Canadian Jewish Congress through it's
early stages, in their first location, 'in the old Baron de Hirsch building.

He also served on the Baron de Hirsch Board for a few years, |

On my Loan Committee in 1948-9, I had N.S. Fineberg K.C., who had

extensive experience in the Hebrew Free Loan Association.
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In the early stages of the Zionist Organization of Canada, I used
to see Justice Harry Batshaw at meetings, when Rabbi Zlotnick was Executive
Director. |

I thfnk that we are very fortunate that Manny Batshaw was brought
back from the USA. He serves the community with distinction, sincerity and
dedication, |

Kenneth Wasser is ever ready to assist, and does it with a smile,

I am most grateful to Evelyn Miller for suggesting that I do this,
as it feels good to have gotteﬁ it out of my system,even though I merely

skimmed the surface.

Respectfully submitted

%
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Mrs. Simon Jaffe.
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Dearest Davey:

" How 4id we get to Montreal.?,

1 will start by saying that when 1 was eating 1£ch at Hemcy's
wouse yesterday,and was busy admiring her most beautiful gerdeu,
she suddenly asked"how didq you get to Montresnl end for whai reason".
This reminded me,thzt yvou hzd askzd me the ss&me question in your
letter end that 1 still owed you that answer. ' ‘

When - 1913 Simon ssked me to marry hiam, his sister Gussie r
who wes merried to the Rev.Jecob Levinson,who had & position

in a Synenzogue in Albeny W.Y.,end wished to marry us, invited
us to come esnd be married oy him,at tneir nome in thei Jity. '
Netureliy zna to our regret,members of both sides of the femily,
coulé not tekxe the trip,end as we wished to spend our honeymoon
in-that city, we were married June 26th. They had an only son
Cherles,who hed & business jin Gempbelford,Ontario, znd as he
required 2 partner,he induced Simen to come there and settle.
Simon having been in the fur business in New York,at that time
and being restless by nature, geve up his share in N.Y.,and
went to Ceneda, 1 followed just as soon as 1 could wind up and
being we had been married one yeer, Irving was only. 2 few weeks
pld,when 1 started out with him in my arms,for Canada.As the
Wwoerld war. 11 had broken out svon etter tnat,end life in 2 smell
town 4id™Suit Simon, he wnet to Kingston.Onterio, end got &
position there with 2 leading Jewish firm,who was supplying

the wer effort with metels,. The wi“e of this Mr.Cohen becanme
my closest gnd denrest friend, for many yezrs after jeaviig
Tincston, she made me gZive up wl& 00LSEe 1 W8S Llvilg i, 3ud
maue me comfortable in her big house,with plenty of help,&nd
even gave me z farewell party,before my departure,Simon hed
left Kingston for HYontreal, end went into the metal business
with 2z distingueshed man by the nzme of Dr.John Shane, who did
not prectice his profession,and made & poor bu:siness man,but
hed cherming personality , and es the war cene 10 &n end,Simon
‘broke up the partnership, and sterted out for himselif. 1t :wes

2 hzrd struggle,end s Judy wes borm in 1922, Simon had sterted
# peint business,znd es sopn 2s thet begen to pey for itself,
he ‘hegen to experiment with other inventions, ard was soon in
finencizl difficulties, and when he went to New York to sell:
one of these,which proved a fissco, he got sick,stayed with

hnis sister Sophie,end Judy and I had one:big struggle to get
her througn nign £:hool 8ng coilege. Sm

My friend Y¥rs. Cohen from Kingston,invited me anq Judy for

a vecetion, made us comfortable and enter?alned in our ponour
lavishly, we came back refreshed and continued to work herd.



At this point in time,we lived in Westmount, but we soon gave up
the spartment and took this one where 1 have resided since 193%6.

This -answers your question,and your letter completely, and untill
1 heer from you again, 1 remain with love to you &nd Rita

C\ ﬁ‘ﬂc/?W(@ 7

The main resson that 1 4id not move from this apartmenﬂ?)%
1 had figured cut that we had moved 8 times within two yeaurs,so
wrer 1 decided that this espartament fitted in with my needs, 1
stayed for good.The moving we did in previous yesars,wes on Simons
instructions and wishes,&s his business weniures dictated,

You cen see from this that 1ife with him was no pick¥nic.

Your coming here hzs revived me. You kindled 2 sparx which mekes
ne féel pmore zlive, 1 will continue to feel thzt way,because jou
promissed to return again soon. Rita, 1 love in her own right.l
am 'sure she believes thet. ; r

1t jolted me 2 bit,when you s2£id thet when you resched the summer
houe,you did some skii, untill 1 realized thet you meant ‘water-skég.
1tf3Pmost cold enourh here for snow, they di@d have frost in the
mountains, during the .night, the days are wearmer.

1 hope that you have written to the Melvir Pollocks. 1 will be seeing
them soon, . :

Cherles
Simons sister Sophie was married to-Borenstein,the son of & prominent
husiness men from Newark.N.J., snd hzd three chilcren. Tne oldest,
2 qaugnter,wss orougnt up oy boreasiein's in Newesrk. 1 do not recember
her name. She died young and left one son,who was not too healthy,
and is probably dead too. The second wé%’ﬂorris,yho was very inteligent,
was xzarried to & cousin,who was much older.The marrage was & happy
one. 1 have no idec whether he hed a fsmily. Worked for the Post Cffice
in N.Y. Mollie was the youngesi,lived south,nad no family, wes not
too heppy in her merrege, corresponded with Simen to the very last.
She seemed gushy, anfd Simon vag “ored by her attention,but kept up
with the correspcndence. ' .
Simon e2lso had & brother Sam,who had 8 childrgn.Six sons end two
daughters., There are & _ot of Jaffc“s’in New *ork,related to_you.

Two of Simon's brothers went & to S.Africe, &nd as both had larze !
families, you most likely have a lot of relatives there, We corresponded
with theg for 2 long time,

There is & Dr.Gold in New York,who wrote s book zbout the Jsffe's.

You would have to phone cvery Dr.Gold,%c loceste the right one,
1 reminaed mygel? -

: i“"that tne oldest daughters name was Rebecca.(Sophis's)
1 rlso remincea myself thnat we only stayed two deys in Albany.ﬁ.Y.,
snd tne rest of our Honeymoon in the Castkills mountains. Simon weny
to ‘the villege P.0O.,on 2 borrowed bike,fell of and spend the rest of
the time in bed.l found 2 purse on the road near the Hotel, turned

it in,and as it ccnteined money sna vaiunbiles,l was‘establishcd gs

2 hero, Tne men in tne= office that recerved the purse Irom me, )
cecepe 2 %ii%?gﬁa friend (Sydney Fried),his brother Henry wes merried
to my sists Anna? That reminds me 1 heard nothing more sbout Frieda.
'The purse was clzimed by 2 guest at the Hotel, and when we were
lezging the Yotel to recturn home to N.Y.C., the guests gave us ®
grahd »arty.



Deer §&vey:

Simon's fether's name was Israel. Irving is named after him.
His mother's name was Judith Zelsnick. Judy is nsmed after her.

1 am enclosing an 0ld story about the Zelsnick femily. David O.
Zelsnick was Simon's cousin, but he did not want to associate
with the femily. Simon took me to visit his parents in New York,
e very long time zgo.



1 was going to throw out the receipts
for the tuition fees, but on second
thought, decided 1o mail them to you
and you can do what you like with them.

Simon steyed in New York from 193%6-

to 1042. ks we had to live and Judy

to receive an aducation, 1 applied

for & position on an Aglo-Jewish
publication, &nd &s 1 hed no experience
of any kind, 1 wag told that thgs

paper tried unsec f

years to get some edvertizing, and

if 1 could get it, 1 could have 2

job in that department, if Distillers
Corporation ( The Bromfman family)
would take an yearly add with the
Canedian Jewish Review, as 1 knew

the family very well, 1 had no
difficulty getting theilr business,
and that started me on & 6 year Jjob
as an advertizing agent. Both Judy
and 1 worked very herd to meke ends
meet, end since we were both very
good at knitting, we Wwere elways

well dressed, omeacsrr-$fed, and there
was room for any hungry student &t
our teble, whom Judy would befriend.
How Simon went to New York and stayed
awzy thet long ,1s & good size siory
which 1 would tell only if you ask
for it sometime in the future.
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